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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 4082 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, SP, MO, SS 

SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: PRESS TREATMENT OF CAPTURE 
OF MOROCCAN PATROL 

REF : RABAT 2777 

1. DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION INVITED TO USDAO IR 6 889 0182 75 
AND IR 6 889 0187 75. 

2. BORDER INCIDENT WAS GIVEN EXTENSIVE NEWS COVERAGE 
DURING FIRST TWO DAYS FOLLOWING DISCLOSURE. EDITORIAL 
COMMENT HAS BEEN ABSENT AND JUNE 12 EDITIONS SPANISH PRESS 
MADE LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF INCIDENT. 

3. GOS PROBABLY HAS BEEN SMARTING SOMEWHAT OVER CAPTURE 
OF TEN SPANISH SOLDIERS (MADRID 3172) IN INCIDENTS OCCUR- 
ING MAY 10-11 AND THUS WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY FOR PRESS 
EXPOSURE OVER LATEST INCIDENT IN WHICH OUTCOME MORE 
FAVORABLE TO SPANISH, AND IN WHICH MOROCCANS CAST MORE 
CLEARLY AS AGRESSORS. HOWEVER. SUBSEQUENT PRESS STORIES 
HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY CAUTIOUS. FIRST STORIES DESCRIBED 
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WITH DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF WAR MATERIAL BROUGHT IN BY 
MOROCCANS. LATER ACCOUNTS QUESTIONED PURPOSE OF INFIL- 
TRATION, ALLOWING FOR POSSIBILITY THAT MOROCCAN UNIT COM- 
POSED LARGELY OF SAHARANS DECIDED TO TURN ITSELF OVER TO 
SPANISH RATHER THAN PARTAKE IN FRATRICIDAL BATTLE AGAINST 
SAHARAN MEMBERS OF SPANISH UNITS. JUNE 10 EDITION OF EVEN- 
ING DAILY INFORMACIONES REFERRED TO STRANGE AND CURIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING WHOLE INCIDENT. 

4. WITH WALDHEIM CURRENTLY IN MADRID. GOS NOW APPEARS INCLINED 
TO PLAY DOWN SIGNIFICANCE OF INCURSIONS AND ESCHEW BELLICOSITY 
AT THIS DELICATE JUNCTURE. WHILE WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION NOW. 
IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT TO THIS END, PRESS PARTIAL BLACK- 
OUT OVER INCIDENT HAS BEEN IMPOSED. 
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